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The Methodist Federation for Social Action, an unofficial membership 
organization, seeks to deepen within the Church, the sense of social obli- 
gation and opportunity to study, from the Christian point of view, social 
problems and their solutions and to promote social action in the spirit 
of Jesus. The Federation stands for the complete abolition of war. 
The Federation rejects the method of the struggle for profit as the 
economic base for society and seeks to replace it with social-economic 
planning to develop a society without class or group discriminations 
and privileges. In seeking these objectives the Federation does not com- 
mit its members to any specific program, but remains an inspirational 
and educational agency, proposing social changes by democratic decision, 
not by violence. 


Number 4 


The Blast “Heard Round the World” 


Our government's Hydrogen Bomb blast of March 1 in the 
EPacific has had sharp world repercussions. Japanese fishermen, 
"who were far removed from the announced danger zone, suffered 
severely from radioactive poisoning. A Pacific island near the 
blast went out of existence. Drew Pearson called it, “The most 
wvorld-shaking event of the year.” Our President confessed the 
bomb got out of control. Walter Millis, military analyst for the 
. Y. Herald Tribune said, “A group of scientists are secretly 
developing devices which even they apparently cannot control, 
apable of wiping civilization off the earth.” Following the blast 
pcame these headlines: “NO DEFENSE FOR H-BOMB IN 
ITIES, CAPITAL ADMITS”; “SPAWNED A GIANT FIRE- 
FBALL BIG ENOUGH TO ENGULF THE HEART OF NEW 
NYORK CITY”; “CREATED A CRATER BROAD ENOUGH TO 
HHOLD 14 BUILDINGS THE SIZE OF ONE PENTAGON”; 
“FROM HERE TO ETERNITY,” etc. William L. Laurence, 
KScience writer for the N. Y. Times (4-7-54) concluded that the 
FH-Bomb test outcome “Makes it certain that the most dreaded 
aveapon of all—the cobalt bomb—can also be successfully built. 
t is this type of hydrogen bomb of which Albert Einstein said, 
successful, radioactive poisoning of the atmosphere, and hence 
nihilation of any life on earth, will have been brought within 
tthe range of technical possibilities’.” 
After the recent H-Bomb test, reaction around the world was 
sstrong. “NEHRU PROPOSES ATOM ‘STANDSTILL’ PENDING 
. N. CURB—Asks Powers With Nuclear Bombs to Cease Tests 
[During a World Inquiry” (N. Y. Times, 4-3-54). Lower House 
tof the Japanese Diet voted unanimously to ask U. N. to outlaw 
atomic and hydrogen weapons at once. All five of Japan’s polit- 
ical parties had demanded this outlawing. In England, the 
HHouse of Commons unanimously passed a Labor Party resolu- 
tion calling for top-level (Eisenhower-Malenkov-Churchill) talks 
‘or A and H-Bomb control. 

_ The Vatican newspaper, “L’Osservatore Romano” (4-12-54) 


statements and said that it offers man “a scientifically and tech- 
nically prefabricated hell in the superb civilization of fear. It 
es disproportionate, enormous heresy in both the technical and 
hmoral field of war.” The President of British Methodism, Rev. 
yr. Donald O. Soper, said after the H-Bomb blast, we are reaching 
_ “g point of no return. I wish the Christian Church could find a 
united voice at this critical moment in human history. I appeal to 
_ Christians everywhere to demand of their governments that, whatever 


the cost and whatever the dangers, such weapons be entirely outlawed.” 
erent was this response headlined in the N. Y. Times 

“U. S. PLANNING RISE IN H-BOMB OUTLAY.” 
article which followed quoted Admiral Lewis Strauss, chair- 
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f thermonuclear weapons. 
et Holifield, member of 
it in the House: 


k is a delusion. . 


a of nergy Commission, on plans for “greatly in- 
the Joint Atomic 
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One Methodist minister and MFSA member wrote the Pres- 
ident a letter, printed below. What are you doing to end H-bomb 
tests and H-bombs? Please send MFSA (Box 327, Gresham, Ore- 
gon) copy of your letter to your congressman, president or news- 
paper. 

1209-So. 48rd Street, 
Tacoma, Washington. 


President Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
White House, Washington, D. C. 
Dear Mr. President: 

I have just listened to a nation-wide broadcast telling about 
the devastation wrought by the recent hydrogen bomb explosion 
in the Pacific. According to radio and newspaper reports the hulls 
of Japanese fishing vessels as far as eight hundred miles distant 
from the blast were made radioactive. The crewmen of a ship 
ninety miles distant received dangerous burns and are now re- 
ceiving treatment in Japan. The appearance of radioactive fish in 
the markets of Japan has caused near panic among housewives, 

_ who now fear to serve fish to their families. The result is that 
hundreds of tons of food rot on the wharves while people go 
hungry. 

News reports state that our own scientists have been shocked 
by the power of the blast which is estimated to have been from 
600 to 750 times. that of the Hiroshima atom bomb. This makes 

_it the equivalent of from 12 to 15 million tons of TNT. What 

_ shocks one with horror is the open statement by congressmen that 
we have plans to prepare bombs ten times as powerful as this one. 
The newscaster’s comment was to the point. Said he, “We will 
keep on fiddling until we blow up the planet.” 

It is time for a great human protest and I propose to have part 

_in it. Where is this madness tending? Where are we as a great 
nation leading humanity? What must the rest of the world think 
_ of our Christian profession? Certainly we who are members and 
ministers of the Christian church can never square ourselves with 
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rcondemned the Hydrogen Bomb in line with earlier Vatican humanity if we do-not cry out-against-this.thing in which, be-—.—— 


cause of our silence, we are a partner. 
The contamination of international waters resulting from this 
_ blast should warn us all that the whole mad race, whether en- 
_ gaged in by our country or others is leading to the moral ruin 
_of the human race and some kind of a finale in world suicide. 
We should humbly ask the forgiveness of the rest of humanity 


__-for even contemplating such weapons of indiscriminate destruc- 


tion. We should immediately cease their production. We should 


_ declare our country ready, even unilaterally, to outlaw their use. 


And we should work as we have not worked to achieve world — 


disarmament. We cannot, we dare not let this thing go on. Even 


- now humanity lives under the threat that some fool's. indiscretion 
_ will devastate the earth; what will the situation be ten " 
_ from now? 


Mr. President, I pray for you. We must all pray for you 


CATHOLIC BISHOP BERATES M‘CARTHY 


Bishop Bernard J. Sheil, “leading member of the Roman Cath- 
olic hierarchy of Chicago . . . and founder and director-general 
of the Catholic Youth Organization . . . before the United Auto- 
mobile Workers, C.I.O., gave an impassioned speech that brought 
him a standing ovation from the 2,500 delegates.” (N. Y. Times, 
4-10-54). Bishop Sheil was strongly critical of Senator McCarthy 
who appeared “to be more interested in catching headlines than 


in catching spies: . 

“As you can see, I take a pretty dim view of some noisy anti- 
Communists—one in particular, the junior senator from Washington. 

“Are we any safer, for instance, because General (of the | Army 
George C.) Marshall was branded as a traitor? No, we aren't. But 
we are a little less honorable. We have taken what a devoted servant 
gave us and offered him abuse and calumny as our gratitude in his 
years of retirement. : 

“Are we any safer because the line between a liberal or a non- 
conformist and a Communist or subversive is hopelessly blurred? I 
doubt it. ; 

“Are we any safer because non-conformity has been practically 
identified with treason? I think not. Do we have anything less to 
fear because people have been bullied by the chairman of an investi- 
gating committee and his counsel? I doubt it. 

“Ts America a safer place for ourselves and our children because 
the morale of our State Department has been blitzkrieged? Or because 
our fine officer corps has been insulted? Or because political con- 
troversy has sunk to a new low of name-calling? Again, I would say 
no.” 


Confessing “great respect for many Congressional commit- 
tees,” the bishop said he had “none for investigators who violated 
democratic procedures and used Communist tactics in their in- 


vestigations.” 

“An America which has lost faith in the integrity of the Govern- 
ment, the Army, the schools, the churches, the labor unions, press, 
and most of all an America whose citizens have lost faith in each 
other—such an America would not need to bother about being anti- 
Communist; it would have nothing to lose. 

“Such an America would have nothing to recommend it to freedom- 
loving men—nothing at all, not even the shining image of its victorious 
junior senator from Wisconsin. : 

my book if a man is truly anti-Communist, he is concerned with 
meeting the challenge of communism on every level. He is interested 
first of all in seeing to it that conditions here and abroad are such 
that they don’t provide a fertile breeding ground for communism. He 
is interested in such matters as seeing to it that people get work, get 
enough to eat, have decent homes, are able to raise their children in 


gnity. 

“His scope is broad. He is interested in measures to share the 
wealth of the ‘have’ nations with the ‘have-nots.’ He is interested in 
breaking down the barriers that separate people—national barriers, 
religious barriers, class barriers. He is interested in making a better 
place of his own little corner of the world and of doing all he can to 
see that others are not in want. 

“JT judge an anti-Communist—the real thing, not the cops-and- 
robbers version—by how well he does these things. If he happens to be 
a legislator, I look at his record. I see how he voted on measures to 
make freedom a reality and not merely an aspiration in the lives of his 
own fellow citizens and of the poor of the world. By this standard, a 
number of famous anti-Communists, I’m sorry to say, simply don’t 
measure up.” 


The bishop was ‘speaking for himself, not for the Catholic 
Church, which “takes no position on political matters of public 


controversy.” But he added: 


“Tt does take a position on lies, calumny, the absence of charity 
and calculated deceit. 

“These things are wrong—even if: they are mistakenly thought of as 
means to a good end. They are morally evil, and to call them good 
or act as they were permissible under certain circumstances is 
itself a monstrous perversion of morality.” 


Not all leading Catholics, of course, take Bishop Sheil’s crtical 
position toward Senator McCarthy. Cardinal Spellman listened 
approvingly when the senator recently addressed a Holy Name 
Society communion breakfast for N. Y. City policemen. 


SENATOR M‘CARTHY: THE MAN WHO— 


“Was censured by the Wisconsin Supreme Court for destroy~ 
ing evidence in an important case in which he was judge. 

“Was found by this same court to have violated his oath as a 
lawyer and a judge. 

“Was charged by the Board of State Bar Commissioners with 
‘moral itude.” 

“Tried to fool the people about his war record, claiming he 
enlisted as a private when he actually entered service as a com-— 
missioned officer; pretended to have been wounded when he 
actually injured his foot in a moment of horseplay on board a 
ship in peaceful waters. mu 

“Left the mili service of his country while the war was 
still raging so that he could advance his own political fortunes. 
_ “Accepted $10,000 from the Lustron Corp. (for a booklet) 
___ while he, as a senator, was serving on a committee passing on 
___ policies of a Federal agency lending millions of dollars to that 


to that lobbyist. ee 

“Had to be required by the Wisconsin Tax Commission to pay 
more than $2,700 in delinquent income taxes and interest. 

“Loosed a campaign of character assassination against many 
American citizens and institutions while hiding behind his sen- 
atorial immunity. 

“Has been caught in dozens of lies, half truths and misstate- 
ments only to leap from one falsehood to another—always making 
charges, seldom answering them.” 

—Milwaukee Journal (reprinted in Wash., D. C., Post, 3-15-54). 


BEHIND THE HEADLINES 


When flie. “new look” in our foreign policy was announced 
by Secretary Dulles, speaking for the President and the National 
Security Council, ‘Reston of the New York Times called it 
“potentially graver than anything ever proposed by any United 
States government.” That is because, as later statements by 
Dulles and the. President on its constitutionality made clear, it 
commits the nation to a course which relies upon the atomic 
war, and in certain circumstance by executive decision alone. 

The moral aspects of this policy are as serious as its con- 
stitutional and strategic elements. They bring home to our re- 
ligious leaders the challenge of the words of Chester Bowles, 
recent ambassador to India, in the N. Y. Times Sunday Magazine. 
He sees our foreign policy based first on military, next political, 
and last, moral considerations. He concludes that a nation which 
prides itself on being a religious people should reverse that order. 

According to Dulles, the core of the new look policy is: “The 
basic decision was to depend primarily upon a great capacity to 
retaliate, instantly, by means and at places of our own choosing.” 
In exposition he recognized that this involved the willingness to 
use the “massive retaliatory power” already possessed. This is 
the inexorable practical logic of the cold war, atomic stockpiling 
course. When you rely upon positions of strength rather than 
reason and justice to get your way, then if the threat fails the 
strength has to be used. Here is the basic reason why we have 
refused to sign a mutual agreement not to use atomic weapons, 
also one not to use them first. 

In his recent news conference, and a prematurely released 
article for April Foreign Affairs, Dulles made it clear that 
“massive retaliatory power” included all forces and weapons. 
The chief of staff has repeated this. Nevertheless the major 
reliance is clearly upon “massive atomic and nuclear retaliation.” 
This includes the weapon experimentally detonated March 1, and 
announced ready to be delivered anywhere. That explosion was 
said to have shown power that went beyond the capacity of the 
measuring instruments and to have jarred an island 176 miles 
away. It is reported to have severely burned Japanese fishermen — 
outside the closed zone, 80 miles away and to have made their 
cargo of fish dangerously radioactive. a 

On islands more than 100 miles from the explosion, 264 
natives and 28 American technicians experienced milder radia- 
tion. One offered explanation is that dust was shot up above — 
the prevailing winds and went in another direction. : 

The new look policy is not only willing to turn loose this — 
immeasurable, and at present uncontrollable, force for death and 
destruction, it is also willing to do this first, if in the judgment 
of the executive the situation requires it. We were the first to 
use the atom bomb on a city population, then the first to bum 
peasants horribly to death in their fields and huts with jellied 
gasoline. Now are we to descend to a still lower depth of infamy? 

Instead of being new, this willingness would take us back to’ 
the dark days before the vengeance code that Jesus rejected. In — 
those days it led to tribal wars of extermination. Today it leads 
to the war of total destruction. There is only.one way to pre- 
vent the conflicts inherent in the co-existence of two different — 
economic systems from generating that disaster. That is the way 
Jesus proclaimed. It is the removal of antagonism by reciprocal 
relations for mutual wellbeing, and by emulation in the se 
of mankind. Then the good that is in both gradually unites 
purges the bad that both contain... oe 

In the years of prepara "Yor the atomic war of ar 
our organized religion has given the nation no clear word 
issue. If now, by silence, it gives consent td'a policy w 
any day, by executive decision, plung 
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/AR PERIL IN INDO-CHINA 


The 1953 MFSA Membership Meeting “in the interest of 
ace and reconciliation to which the Gospel of Jesus com- 
ls us,” called “on our government to end military interven- 
m in Indo-China.” That intervention has not been ended, but 
creased, as indicated by this front-page headline in the N. Y. 
mes, (3-22-54): “STAFF CHIEFS PLAN NEW STEPS TO AID 
AR IN INDO-CHINA—Consider Pressing the French to Permit 

S. to Assist in Training Vietnamese—Wider Conflict Studied— 
ance of Direct Intervention Discussed.” 

The press now reports that Secretary Dulles has 
rope, in advance of the Geneva Peace Conference, to press 
itain and France for greater and united intervention in Indo- 
ina. He meets with considerable resistance in both countries. 
1e Sunday N. Y. Times (3-28-54) reported that in, France, “there 
overwhelming public sentiment, endorsed by all parties, to do 
Indo-China what, as the French see it, the Americans did in 
yrea—negotiate a compromise truce.” The N. Y. Times (4-12-54) 
;0 reports strong “Labor opposition to British involvement in 
do-China,” based on the view that “the rebels in Indo-China 
2 in the midst of a colonial uprising against the imperial 
wer of France.” 

Mr. Dulles holds that the Chinese are coming close to “aggres- 
nm” in Indo-China, and uses that charge as basis for proposals 
~ further military intervention by us and others on behalf of 
2 French forces there. But the N. Y. Herald-Tribune reported 
6-54) “so far not one Chinese soldier or one Russian MIG 
shter plane has been found on Ho’s side.” As currently used, 
ggression” is a most flexible term, and all depends on whose 
oe is on whose foot. Are natives of Indo-China aggressors 
ainst their own country when they rise in revolt against for- 
m French rule? By such reasoning George Washington can 
w be charged with having led an aggressor army against the 
ty colonies for whose independence from foreign rule his 
mies were fighting. If Chinese become aggressors by sending 
litary supplies to native rebels in Indo-China, what are we 
10 send such supplies in apparently even greater quantity to 
> foreign forces there? As the former War Secretary Strachey 
d in the English parliament, while the Chinese have been 
ading supplies to the rebels, “The Americans have long been 
ading supplies to the French. Either both are acts of aggres- 
m or neither is.” Mr. Strachey added: 


“We are told by American senators that the defense aid to us will 
be cut off if we do not agree to do what Mr. Dulles tells us. If that 
is so, then the sooner it is cut off, the better. Britain is not for sale.” 
(N. Y. Times, 4-12-54). 


Nor have our own senators all been persuaded that French 
‘ficulties in Indo-China fighting can be explained as due to 
assive Chinese aid. Senator Mansfield, who has first-hand 
owledge of Indo-China, stated the rebels were winning despite 
s fact there were only 291,000 of them against 591,000 led 

the French. And air (bombing and strafing) power has all 
en on the French side, as has the deadly napalm, thanks to 

S. aid. Senator Kennedy also denies that outside aid explains 
bel victories. = 

~ “JT believe it is because the forces of the Vietminh have become so 

powerful they are pressing hard on the French, and therefore it is to 
assist in a civil war that the call for united action has been made. 

Nee the U. S. imtervenes to save the present situation and it 

appears such intervention may be necessary on the present basis 

because the Vietminh seem to be winning, the Chinese will send in 
additional manpower, and our intervention would be useless.” : 

If Indo-China is made into another Korea, our difficulties 
d tragedy will be greater than before. If American and Chinese 
nies clash near China’s borders, world holocaust will be near, 
J on a basis most disadvantageous morally and militarily for 

The peril is great, and the time for decision at hand. If 
1 agree with the position taken by the 1953 MFSA Member- 
p meeting, express yourself now in letters or wires to the 
sident, vour senators and congressmen. Ask that intervention 
Indo-China end, call for a cease-fire and an end to the blood- 
d now, and insist that Mr. Dulles and our delegation go to 
leva to achieve peace through negotiation, not to wreck it. 


) CONSERVE OUR NATURAL RESOURCES 
[The MFSA Executive Committee, meeting in New York, City 
Aarch 30, adopted the following statement: : 
the : 
mber issued a warning to the American people that selfish ; 
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Big Give-Away. The MFSA Executive Committee last — 
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interests are plundering the natural wealth that belongs to us all. 
This plundering is encouraged and directed by the present ad- 
ministration, and assisted by forces outside the government. 

Former President Hoover, in a nationwide broadcast made 
from Cleveland, April 11, 1953, gave the signal for the disman- 
tling of the federal government’s power program when he out- 
lined a step-by-step blueprint to get the federal government 
“out of the business of generating and distributing power as soon 
as possible.” The same Hoover who once blocked the Tennessee 
Valley development by- vetoing the Norris Muscle Shoals bill, 
is now advocating a return to private power monopoly, which 
can end only in scarcity and higher prices. President Eisenhower 
has picked up the slogan of the power lobby and smeared the 
great social and human achievements of the Tennessee Valley 
Authority by calling it “creeping socialism.” The success of this 
program of liquidation will mean failure to supply the nation’s 
power needs, will keep unserved people in darkness, put the 
people’s wealth increasingly into the hands of monopolies, and 
discourage the development of industry and trade needed for 
jobs and improved standards of living. Above all it will stand 
in the way of regional developments in which local communities 
have a part. 

Another tragic example of the give-away was when the Sub- 
merged Lands Act of 1953 was passed, and held constitutional 
over the eloquent dissents of Justices Black and Douglas, through 
which Congress conveys to the states all the federal rights and 
title to the vast oil lands submerged off the shore of the United 
States. Whatever legal casuistry may be brought to the support 
of this steal we are morally certain this natural wealth belongs 
to all the people of the United States. We are glad some of the 
individual states are contesting the law. 


On November 3rd last, Interior Secretary Douglas McKay 
openly proclaimed that “the government’s main objective would 
continue to be the gradual transfer of the public domain to 
private ownership.” In this direction the Senate Agricultural 
Committee has approved S. 2548 which gives private property 
rights in public lands to a small minority of privileged stockmen. 
This is a plain land-grab proposal. 

Action: (1) Through preaching, teaching, writing to congress- 
men and to the papers acquaint the people in our congregations 
and community with the fact of this give-away of the peoples’ 
earthright; (2) Through sending resolutions and letters to Pres- 
ident Eisenhower and Interior Secretary Douglas McKay; (8) 
Taking active part in the 1954 political campaign during which 
we put to severe test the social philosophy and past behavior 
of the candidates. 

ON PERJURY FOR PAY 

Of interest to all MFSA members and Bulletin readers is 
“The Informer,” fact-filled article by Frank Donner in the April 
10 issue of The Nation. Mr. Donner, who served as counsel for 
your Editor in last summer’s two-day House Committee hearing. 
has become perhaps our country’s outstanding authority on the 
professional witnesses for pay, used by various committees and 
‘agencies of government in recent attacks on heresy and on the 
free exercise of religion and of constitutional liberties. The article 
cites instance after instance of admitted and demonstrable fab- 
rication and perjury at the hands of these witnesses, including 
those whose false and preposterous testimony last summer con- 
cerning numerous Protestant ministers (and Jewish rabbis) pro- 
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vided the Committee’s pretext for your Editor’s two-day hearing. 

One noted civil-liberties lawyer declared concerning “The 
Informer,” “If every decent-thinking American would read this it 
would blow up the whole dirty mess created by the informers 
and those using them to subvert democratic principles.” The 
article is being reprinted as a pamphlet and can be ordered from 
The Nation, 333 Sixth avenue, New York City 14, at 20 cents per 
copy or 100 for $15.00. 


A STATEMENT ON INVESTIGATIVE PROCEDURES 


(Adopted by the General Board of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the U. S. A., at its meeting at Marble Collegiate Church, 
New York, N. Y., March 17, 1954.) 


Deeply concerned by certain trends in American public life, 
the National Council of Churches in March, 1953, created a 
“Committee on the Maintenance of American Freedom” and 
instructed it to “watch developments that threaten the freedom 
of any of our people or their institutions, whether through deny- 
ing the basic right of freedom of thought, through Communist 
infiltration, or wrong methods of meeting that infiltration.” 


I. One such threat has come from procedural abuses by Con- 
gressional Committees. Remedial measures are now being 
proposed, and we commend the president, the leaders of 
both parties and the members of Congress who have spoken 
out and demanded reforms. If these reforms are to be ade- 
quate, they should provide protection from at least the fol- 
lowing: 

1. The stigmatizing of individuals and organizations on the 
basis of unsupported accusations and casual associations. 

2. The forcing of citizens, under pretext of investigation of 
subversive activities, to testify concerning their personal 
economic and political beliefs. 

3. The functioning of Congressional Committees as legisla- 
tive courts to determine the guilt or innocence of indi- 
viduals. 

4. The denying of “witnesses” opportunity to bring out ma- 
terial favorable to their side of the case through questions 
by witnesses’ own counsel and opportunity to test the 
validity of accusations through cross-examination of 
accusers. 

5. The permitting to a committee member or counsel the 
reading into the record against a “witness” defamatory 
material and charges without requiring the accuser per- 
sonally to confront the accused. 

6. The usurping by Congressional committees of powers not 
granted to Congress by the Constitution and their failing 
to concentrate on the primary task of collecting informa- 
tion for purposes of new legislation. 

7. The scheduling of hearings, subpoenaing of witnesses and 
evaluating of their testimony by chairmen of committees 
without the concurrence of, or consultation with, their 
fellow committee members. 

8. The releasing from the files of a Congressional Commit- 
tee of so-called “information” consisting of unverified and 
unevaluated data in such a way that the Committee can 
be used to help spread and give credence to malicious 
gossip. 

II. Another threat has come from competition among rival Con- 
gressional Committees, creating the impression that they_seek 
publicity, personal aggrandizement and political advantage 
rather than basic facts. In order to concentrate energy on the 
legitimate and essential tasks of resisting the Communist 
threat, and in order to avoid wastage and duplication of effort 
and to minimize the risk of the exploitation of public interest 
and fear, we urge the establishment of a single Joint Congres- 
sional Committee for the investigation of subversive activity. 

III. A more basic threat has been a growing tendency on the part 
of our people and their representatives in government to sup- 
pose that it is within the competence of the state to determine 
what is and what is not American. The American way is to 
preserve freedom by encouraging diversity within the unity of 
the nation and by trusting truth to prevail over error in open 
discussion. The American way is to rely upon individuals 
to develop and express individual opinions. The American way 
is to depend upon the educational institutions to seek the 
truth and teach it without fear. The American way is to look 
to the churches in the richness of their diversity to Piiyeto the 


nation light and discipline from God to maintain a responsib. 

freedom. 

IV. Aggravating these threats to American freedom is the pr 
vailing mood of restlessness and tension. This arises in pa 
from the real menace of communism which our nation is r 
sisting by strength. It arises in part from the lack of a sen: 
of security within our people which no physical strength ca 
produce. Spiritual security can be achieved only by strength 
ening the nation’s faith in God. The responsibility for deey 
ening this faith rests with the churches. 

THERE’S COMMUNISM EVEN IN THE DICTIONARY! 

; By W. W. REID 

Just how silly-and ridiculous can we get? 

The other day some churchmen were editing a booklet « 
hymns. One of ‘their selections had the line: “Praise to The 
for life communal.” “Communal” was quickly changed to th 
less poetic “together”: “There is danger that ‘communal’ (whic 
had definite’ Christian connotations centuries ago) might offen 
some sensitive people today.” 

An Easter prayer asked that Christ “be our fellow travell 
along the Emmaus road of life.” A church dignitary wrote th 
publishing agency that his church could not use this service ¢ 
worship “because the prayer has communistic overtones.” 

A school was planning to give a play, produced by a religiou 
group, as a benefit performance to secure games equipmen 
But a church-related war veteran organization forced its witt 
drawal for “containifig communistic propaganda.” The play we 
a dramatic effort to show the barriers that can arise among chi 
dren “when parents fail to teach tolerance of other natior 
alities and other faiths.” 

Not so long ago, a section of a 2300-year-old Greek faree 
“Congress of Women,” was deleted in a New York City per 
formance, allegedly because the directors feared “the play migh 
be labelled communistic.” Among the deletions was the satirics 


speech of Praxagora: 
“The rule which I dare to enact and declare, 
Is that all shall be equal and equally share 
All wealth and enjoyments, nor longer endure 
That one shall be rich, and another be poor, 
That one shall have acres, far-stretching and wide, 
And another not even enough to provide 
Himself with a grave: that this at his call 
Should have hundreds of servants, and that none at all. 
All this I intend to correct and amend: = 
Now all of all blessings shall freely partake 
One life and one system for all men I make.” 


This, we note, was written B. C. 392; done into English fo 
the entertainment of (duped) Queen Victoria; exposed in 1954 
A.D., as communist propaganda! . 

We have certainly gotten ourselves into a strange psycho 
logical slough when we not only look under beds at night bu 
turn over long-respected words by day, looking for the hamme 
and the sickle; when we have so lost our faith that we can’ 
trust our fellow-citizens to grasp truth and eschew lies; whe 
we are so uncertain of our economic system that we must fortif 
it (and ourselves) by sob-sister advertising; when we have so lo 
our sense of humor that we can’t enjoy an ancient Greek come 
without discovering “red intrigue” between the lines! 

We fail to see that the very extremes to which we go 
counteract the communist threat to freedom” are themselves 
greatest threats to our boasted freedom: veterans of the wa 
for freedom curtailing the freedoms of others; “investigators 
asking questions in a way to arouse suspicion, fear, and hat 
among brothers; teachers and clergy “for fear” withholding th 
question or the comment that sends men out in search of ne 
truth, new ideas, new adventures. Fig 


